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government In  Ireland.    The east wind had  done  more
than scatter Fitzwllliam's promises; it had driven the Catholic
expectations  overseas.    But the  Government's  work was
not done.     They were not content with throwing all then-
influence into the scale against Grattan's Bill for admitting
Catholics to Parliament    They deliberately set themselves
to fill the rdle, which Clare had filled for some years, and to
work up all the  rancours and  animosities of religion for
political ends.    The Red Indian savagery of Clare's Pro-
testantism became the accepted and recognised type of the
Government's policy, and the secret  instructions  given to
Fitzwilliam's successor, Camden, deputed to him the august
and imperial mission of exciting a religious war in Ireland.
During the debate on Grattan's Bill, which the Government
defeated by 155 votes to 84, the Government did not attempt
to deny that Protestant opinion in Ireland was in favour of
emancipation, or that they were doing their best to inflame
religious hatreds.     The fostering of a salutary jealousy of
the Catholics which  had  been  Pitt's  policy for governing
Ireland in 1784 was once again eleven years later the English
expedient for preserving the Protestant and British interest,
and the public efforts of Clare whose furious energies had
been  spent  in this business  of religious arson were duly
marked by promotion in the peerage.     In the summer of
1785, the most bitter of the intriguers against Fitzwilliam,
the most venomous of the antagonists of Catholic relief, the
most unscrupulous of the opponents of Parliamentary reform,
and the most outspoken of the enemies of Irish freedom was
made a Viscount by the  Government that had promised
Grattan, through the perjured mouth of Portland, that the
bad old system had been finally abandoned.    The United
Irishmen had thrown off every vestige of religious prejudice
to create a common patriotism.    The British Government
had no policy but a grindstone on which to sharpen the
prejudices and hatreds which patriotism  had  dulled and
blunted.
The bitter sequel is well known.   All further demands for